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Here it is, almost September, and the temperature was 108 today!  I got a little break from the heat 

when I went to Radiofest, the ARCI meet held in Willowbrook, Illinois, the first weekend in August.  

It was a little cooler there, but at a flea market I’m not focused on the weather, so it went unnoticed.  It 

was a good meet, with attendance about the same as last year.  The meet has a different group of 

collectors, not the same faces I see at AWA, and Michigan, but of course there are some collectors 

who attend all the meets, wherever they are.  I got to the Holiday Inn in the early afternoon on 

Thursday, in time to check out my flea market spot, relax a bit, and get a bite to eat before the auction.  

There was a numbering problem with the spaces in the parking lot where the row I was on was 

numbered backwards on one side.  So it conflicted with the spaces always used by one of the local 

officers.  I was next to a friend from south Texas, so we both ended up moving to the other end of the 

row, but they were still good spaces. 

 

The auction began at 6:30 on Thursday evening (after earlier check-in). There were fewer items than 

last year, but still quite a few very good items.  The auction was conducted by Jim Sargent of the 

Dallas area, so it went smoothly, and a lot faster than previous years.  Frank Rasada did a great job of 

pointing out the items, and they had a fancy camera system so that the items did not need to be moved.  

The camera was mounted high on a tube that resembled a snorkel that could rotate to find anything in 

the room, magnify it, and project the picture on a large screen in front.  It was very impressive!  The 

only thing about the auction that needs improvement is that all the items from the same seller were 

grouped together.  So there were groups of similar items that sold in succession, which could get 

boring if you had no interest in that type of item.  Most items were sold at fair to higher prices, and I 

purchased a few items.  There were not too many passes, but there were some more expensive items 

with high minimums like a Zenith Baby Stratosphere, that passed.  Pizza was delivered after the 

auction, in the same room.  They had good security for removing your purchased items.   

 

The flea market officially began at 7AM on Saturday morning, with sales prohibited before that time, 

but this was not well enforced.  Julie tended our booth, while I was out scrounging, except for when 

she attended the ladies luncheon.  I didn’t find anything too exciting, but a lot of interesting smaller 

items.  There was a lack of earlier items, and not many common Bakelite and plastic sets.  Julie sold 

most of the items that I had priced low to get rid of.   During the day there were several programs 

presented, and the weather was good with no rain.  It was good to see some of our out-of-town club 

members who don’t make it to our meets, like Jack Bauman and Dale Boyce. 
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Friday evening was a banquet where numerous awards were announced, as well as winners of the 

contest.  We sat at a table full of friends from Texas.  Afterwards there was music by a group called the 

Wise Guys.  They were fairly good, and performed a little bit of everything.  The contest room was 

open for viewing before and after the banquet, and was fairly sparse for a major meet, but most of the 

displays were very nice.  Another non-competitive room featured a display of radios thru the ages, 

which was very nice. 

 

It had rained during the night on Friday and was still cloudy on Saturday morning, but we dug out all 

the stuff and got it set up under our tarp.  That was fortunate, because immediately there was a lot of 

activity, and we sold most of our remaining smaller items before the rain began.  After about an hour it 

let up for a little while which allowed us to get everything repacked in the car.  9:30 was the scheduled 

time for the donation auction, but it was delayed by the rain, and eventually it turned into collectors 

selecting anything they wanted and negotiating a sale price…usually just a few bucks.  I tried to stay 

away except for carrying my discard over to the site, as we had a car full, and no room for more junk.  

We got a late morning start, but still had time to hit a few Illinois antique malls on the way home.  It 

was a good meet and except for the VRPS in Dallas, this is the closest major meet to OKC, just under 

800 miles.  The ARCI officers and their wives/families did a good job of running everything.  I would 

recommend it for next year. 

 

Our next meeting is Saturday, September 10
th

 at the Hometown Buffet with dinner at 6, and the 

meeting beginning around 7PM.  Our meeting topic is radios and radio items with a name that begins 

with T, U, or V.  So that would include manufacturers, like Temple, Trego, Tri-City, Triplett, 

Truetone, Tuska, Universal, US Radio & Television, Trav-ler, Tung-Sol, Universal, Utah, Victoreen, 

etc.  Of course, you can bring anything that you would like to talk about, in addition.  Don’t forget 

items for the donation auction.   

 

Mark your calendars for our swap meet next month, October 8
th

 at the Midwest City Community 

Center, 8 AM.  Also a volunteer is needed to host the Christmas Party.  It’s not too much work, as it is 

catered.  It’s a great way to show off your collection!  Another item that I have thought about, is our 

meeting place.  It is well suited for our needs, but we have met there for a long time, and it may be 

time to think about a change.  It could help invigorate our membership.  Please provide your 

comments.  See you at the September meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Report for the OKVRC Meeting of August 13th 2011 

 

If you live anywhere in the Midwestern United States you know we have had one of the hottest 

summers on record. Week after week of 100 degree plus days! We have broken the all time record of 

over 100 degree days held by the year nineteen eighty, and summer isn’t over yet. But hey, like my dad 

used to say to me when I complained that our house lacked air conditioning: Summer is supposed to be 

hot! But since most all antique radio work (except refinishing) can be done indoors, it’s a great chance 

to catch up on our neglected restoration projects. It’s too hot to do much of anything outside! 

 About fifteen club members and guests began arriving before 6:00 PM at the Hometown Buffet 

here in Oklahoma City for our usual monthly meeting and buffet dinner. We enjoyed dinner in our well 

air conditioned private dining room for about an hour before beginning the evening’s activities. Club 

President Jim Collings was back this month, and gave us a briefing on last month’s MARC cub 

meetings and swap meet in Lansing, Michigan. Several items Jim picked up on his trip he brought in 

tonight to share with us 
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Tonight’s program was on: recent acquisitions and completed projects. Our club members 

brought in a wide variety of radios and radio related items to show. Dale McLellan started off with a 

very scarce two-tube Kadette Jr. radio from 1932. This tiny AC/DC (not battery) set from 1932 is one 

of the smallest radios built at the time, and apparently the first to be housed in a Bakelite cabinet. This 

rare little set has some damage to the delicate Bakelite grill, and Dale is casting a replacement. We are 

all eager to see (and hear!) this little set when Dale is finished with it.   

Member Gary Swymeler displayed a very unusual mid twenties battery set: an AMBU 

(American Bureau of Engineering) with unique plug-in coils. I’ve never seen anything quite like it! We 

also welcomed two new members tonight: Nick and Evelyn Little. They brought in a multiband Air 

King from about 1946 that they are restoring. 

Jim Collings brought in a whole carload of sets for us to enjoy. Jim started out with a Hayes 

five-tube battery set from about 1924. This set is housed in a rather large cabinet and features attractive 

brass tube sockets. The Hayes company, like many twenties radio makers, was only around for about a 

year. We also got to see a real early relic: a 1916 triple cat’s whisker detector made by the Lowenstein 

company of Brooklyn, New York. Jim also brought in a Champion crystal radio from about 1927. 

Everyone who collects early radios knows that almost all radios made before 1926 had two or 

three tuning knobs. Jim brought in a rare exception: a five-tube Magnavox model F from 1924, with 

single knob tuning. We also got to see a Mu Rad model MA13 from 1922. It has six tubes: an 

unusually high tube count for such an early set, most radios built in 1922 had one to three tubes. 

Jim also brought in some post-battery set era items for us to enjoy. A couple of early thirties 

cathedral radios, a Silvertone model 4103 and a Clarion model 470. Also a very Art-Deco “bullet” 

Belmont model 6D11 and a FADA model 209 wooden table radio from about 1938-39. Lastly, Jim 

showed us a miniature “Tiny Tone” pocket radio made by the Western Manufacturing company of 

Kearny, Nebraska, dating from about 1960. A very diverse collection! 

We finished up the evenings program with our always popular donation auction. A working 

Jackson signal generator brought some spirited bidding, and sold for over twenty dollars. Most of the 

rest went for a buck or two: Some NOS replacement RCA Parts, three vibrator transformers, and an 

Airline chassis from the early thirties. Also, a box of tubes and a collection of resistors and capacitors.   

Thanks to everyone who came again despite the heat. See you next month! 
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                                                                                                       Armchair General by Norman Rockwell 

 

The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical  

information and enjoyment of club members and friends.  Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club 

activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o 

OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, 

articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained 

from the editor of Broadcast News. 
 

President                                   Jim Collings                                           jrcradio@cox.net 

Secretary                                   James Tyrrell                                         jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer                                  Jim Ray                                                 jabray71@hotmail.com 
 

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF: 

Editor   Dale McLellan                                rxradio@aol.com 

Contributing Editor  Sherry Cowden                                cowden416@aol.com 

Contributing Editor                 Art Hoch                                                 artdrhs@yahoo.com 

Contributing Editor                 John L Reynolds                                     tack1@flash.net  
 

MEMBERSHIP: 

OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your 

check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.   

As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label.  Below is 

a sample label: 

 

           John Q. Collector 

           1234 SW 56th Street 

           Choctaw, OK 73123-1234 

 

           Expires 10/11 

 

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the 

Broadcast News distribution list. 
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OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS 

 

Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-

5625  Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM 

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.  
 
 

WANTED:    AC  110 volt “interlock” power cords as used on early day TVs etc. with two “ears” for  mounting...  

                        non-polarized type. I’ll buy 1 or a bunch!   Frank Karner  fkarner@cox.net   (405) 769-4656  

WANTED:   6BR5 EM80 tubes,  1 or more.  Also I buy anything by Jackson Bell,  plus I buy tubes, tube testers,        

                       vintage electronic gear. THANKS!  frank karner  fkarner@cox.net   (405) 769-4656 

WANTED:    1946 Philco, model 46-420, complete, unrestored (doesn't have to be working, but no cracks    

                  or broken areas in the case). John Reynolds @ jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com 

WANTED:    Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you 

name it.  Call Tom Laszynski at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net. 

WANTED:    Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2.  Also, 

need metal Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver.  Contact Tom Laszynski at 

either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176. 

WANTED:    Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power 

supplies, boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414)353-0734 

or radioman@wi.rr.com 

WANTED:    RESTORED Philco model 90, good condition and “reasonably” priced.  Rod Higgens,       

                   (405) 329-3013, hotrod808@sbcglobal.net 
WANTED:    Philco item: Cabinet 38-1X for 38-1 chassis.  .Reasonable price please.  Email:  

                         artdrhs@yahoo.com 

FOR SALE:   Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear  

                  Signal Products, Inc.  405-745-9473 email:  wire@coaxman.com 

FOR SALE:  Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it.  Small 

stand - $37.50, and Brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping.  Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - 

$2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net. 

FOR SALE:    House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and 

amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns.  L.W. 

Rousseau (405)842-0125  
 FOR SALE:   AWA Review Volume 12 CD,  “The Atwater Kent’s Review Volume” ©2003, was sold by AWA  

                    for 14.95 but out of stock. It is in like new condition: $12 + shipping. Call Roger Knop at (405)  

                    720-6580 or email at raknop@cox.net 

 FOR SALE: “Plastic Radios” book by Mark Stein © 2006. Was 37.95 in Jan 2010 ARC. In like new 

condition $25 + shipping. Call Roger Knop at (405) 720-6580 or email at raknop@cox.net 

SERVICE:     FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC.  We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.  

Radios must be complete, with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons.  Fielding Electronics, Inc 

PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-9408  

SERVICE:     Old Radio Restoration and Servicing:  Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802, 

Edmond, OK 
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OKVRC EDITOR:  Broadcast News 

PO BOX 50625 

Midwest City 

OK 73140-5625 

 

 

 

 

 

 


